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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/br 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -38 received on 04.08.2005 with letter of 03.08.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

1>2, 2>2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andbr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-38 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-38 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-38 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: GB-A-1 338 452 (FLEXIPANE LTD; GREENGRASS MICHAEL) 21 November 
1973 (1973-11-21) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1, and shows (see: figures 1 and 2; claim 1; page 1, lines 11-16 and 52-62; 
page 2, lines 9-14 and 23-38; the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A membrane body (1, 2), comprising at least a first panel (1) and a second panel (2) 
connected together in an adhesive manner by respective facing faces (12, 13) and a 
plurality of tie rods (3) arranged stably between the panels (1 , 2) according to a set 
pattern; each said tie rod (3) having respective end portions; said body further 
comprising insulation means (4) arranged between the panels and associated with 
each said tie rod (3) to leave said tie rod (3) longitudinally free between said panels 
(1, 2); said tie rod (3) being suitable for resisting a dual tensile membrane stress 
acting on each of said pair of panels (1 , 2), and keeping said panels (1 , 2) 
substantially free of tension during use; 

2.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known D1 in that: 

Said second panel is covering said face of said first panel in such a way that said 
second panel adheres integrally to said first panel, 

whereby it appears that claim 1 must be understood in the light of the description and 
the drawings (see: description, page 13, lines 3-9; figures 3 and 4) in the sense of 
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the insulation means being means separating the tie rods from the panels. 

2.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore considered to be new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.4 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as (see: 
description, page 10, line 28 - page 1 1 , line 2): 

Facilitating the manufacture of the membrane body, so that no regions on the first 
and/or second panels have to be maintained free of adhesive in order to protect the 
tie rods from adhering to said first and/or second panels. 

2.5 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 is neither known from nor rendered 
obvious by the available prior art. 

2.6 The present application is therefore assessed as meeting the requirements of the 
PCT because the subject-matter of claim 1 is considered as involving an inventive 
step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

3 INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 23 and 24 

3.1 The subject-matter of claim 23 concerns a sail comprising a membrane body as 
defined in claim 1 , and the subject matter of claim 24 concerns an awning for civil 
engineering purposes comprising a membrane body as defined in claim 1 . Since the 
membrane body of claim 1 is considered to be novel and to involve an inventive step, 
necessarily also the sail defined in claim 23 and the awning defined in claim 24 must 
be considered as novel and as involving an inventive step. 

3.2 The present application is therefore assessed as meeting the requirements of the 
PCT because the subject-matter of claims 23 and 24 respectively are considered as 
novel and as involving an inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

4 INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 25 and 29 

4.1 The subject-matter of claim 25 concerns a method of constructing a membrane body 
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as defined in claim 1 , and the subject-matter of claim 29 concerns a method of 
constructing a sail as defined in claim 23. Since the membrane body of claim 1 and 
the sail of claim 23 are considered to be novel and to involve an inventive step, 
necessarily also the method of constructing said membrane body of claim 1 defined 
in claim 25, and the method of constructing said sail of claim 23 defined in claim 29 
must be considered as novel and involving an inventive step. 

4.2 The present application is therefore assessed as meeting the requirements of the 
PCT because the subject-matter of claims 25 and 29 respectively are considered as 
novel an as involving an inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 



5 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2 - 22, 26 - 28 and 30 - 38 

Claims 2-22 are dependent on claim 1 , claims 26 - 28 are dependent on claim 25, 
claims 30 and 31 are dependent on claim 29, and claims 32 - 38 are dependent on 
either claim 25 or claim 29. As such also the dependent claims 2 - 22, 26 - 28 and 
30 - 38 are considered to meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty 
and inventive step. 
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